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COMMUNITY ACTION IN NORTH DAKOTA:
IMPACT REPORT

In a state where wide open spaces meet close-knit
communities, Community Services Block Grant (CSBG)
is the backbone of resilience for our most vulnerable
neighbors that connects need with action and it’s the
backbone of Community Action in North Dakota. It
strengthens and mobilizes trusted partnerships with
veterans groups, housing agencies, and state leaders,
creating a support system that's coordinated, responsive,
and effective. It ensures no community is overlooked.
Whether you live in a busy city like Bismarck or on a
gravel road two hours from the nearest grocery store,
CSBG delivers help where it's needed—every county,
every corner, every time.
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IMPORTANT PROGRAMS WE WORK WITH

EST. 201

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
HOUSING ASSISTANCE

Through North Dakota Domestic and
Sexual Violence Coalition (NDDSVC
partnership, survivors of domestic
violence prevented homelessness and
empowered self-sufficiency. This is done
through community collaboration with
churches and shelters.

HOME-ARP
SUPPORTIVE SERVICES

A partnership with  CAPND and ND
Housing Finance Agency recognizes the
urgent need to combat homelessness
and provide crucial support services.
This initiative focuses on delivering vital
assistance to individuals and families
experiencing homelessness, those at
risk of homelessness, and other priority
populations. Itincludes rental assistance,
financial assistance, housing stability
case management, housing search and
placement, mediation services, and
creditrepair assistance.
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VETERAN SUPPORTS (SSVF)

The goal of Supportive Services For Veteran Families is promoting
housing stability among low-income veteran families who reside
in or are transitioning to permanent housing. SSVF helps veteran
families meet primary needs of housing, while addressing
barriers to housing stability. Our Community Action Agencies
are able to provide families with outreach, case management,
and assistance in obtaining VA and other benefits. Veteran
families may qualify for assistance with time-limited payments
to third parties for rent, utilities, time limited hotel/motel stays,
transportation, moving expenses, and licensed child care. SSVF
is funded by the Veterans Administration and works through
private non-profit organizations and consumer cooperatives.

HOMEOWNER ASSISTANCE
FUND HOME REPAIR

Started to work on the new
project with the ND Department
of Health and Human Services
for low income homeowners
with accessibility modifications
and emergency repairs. These
projects focus on mobility, safety,
and long-term stability.

WEATHERIZATION

Uses various measures to increase
energy efficiency in homes while
strengthening the health and safety of
the home.

Community Action Partnership of North Dakota Impact Report | January-June 2025



BEYOND INDIVIDUALS: SYSTEMS OF SUPPORT

Our work is powered by the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG)—the vital infrastructure behind every program we run.
With CSBG, we:

Mobilize trusted partnerships
with shelters, churches, VA
programs,and local government.

Tailor solutions to local needs, from
tribal communities to farming towns.

Deliver help where it’s Leverage every dollar to expand impact
needed most— in every across housing, energy, employment,
North Dakota county. food security, and safety.

CSBG gives each of North Dakota’s Community Action
Agencies the flexibility to respond to the challenges in their
backyard. It recognizes that what works in Williston might not
work in Wahpeton—and that’s the point. This funding allows
local people to solve local problems with local knowledge.

The Results?

LIFE-CHANGING

Communities become more stable. Families gain dignity.
Individuals find opportunity.

But here’s the part most folks don’t see: without CSBG, the entire system begins to unravel.

@ No Supportive Services for Veteran Families. @ No housing partnerships for domestic

violence survivors.

@ No HOME ARP services for those
experiencing homelessness. @ No emergency home repair program.

@ No weatherization to keep homes warm @ No budget coaching or credit counseling.
through brutal winters.

@ No Head Start or Early Head Start
@ No Sportsmen Against Hunger meals for building the next generation.
families in crisis.
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MEET THE PEOPLE WE SERVED

In Fargo, a single mother stood on the edge of eviction after an unexpected medical bill. She was working full-time, raising her
daughter, and doing everything right—but one unforeseen expense nearly unraveled everything. Community Action stepped
in—not just with a rent check, but with dignity. We covered overdue payments, calmed her fears, and connected her with
financial coaching. Today, she remains in her home. Her daughter is thriving in school, and that mother? She’s back to building
a stable, independent life.

A pregnant young woman, alone and overwhelmed, reached out when rising
rent and limited income left her on the verge of homelessness. Facing eviction while
preparing to bring a child into the world, she feared the worst. But our team acted
fast. We worked with her landlord to stop the eviction, provided rental assistance,
and connected her with prenatal care and budgeting support. Today, she’s
employed part-time, safe, and ready to welcome her baby boy into a stable home.

In Dickinson, a family of four lost everything during a cross-country move.
Homeless and splitacross differenthomes, they had no permanentplace to go. With
help from Community Action, they secured an affordable apartment, worked with
utility companies, and received partial rent support to bridge the gap until their first
paychecks arrived. Now, both parents are working, and their children are sleeping
safely under one roof.

And then there’s Elijah—a 24-year Navy veteran adjusting to civilian life. After
relocating his family to Fargo, he found himself once again at risk of homelessness
when his lease wasn’t renewed. Elijah reached out, and we responded. We helped
him secure new housing and offered a rental subsidy that gave him breathing room.
Today, Elijah is working, enrolled in college on the G.I. Bill, and mentoring other
veterans. His story is a blueprint for post-military success.

But we didn’t stop there.

In Watford City, a mother fleeing domestic violence arrived with nothing but hope.
Our agency provided temporary lodging through a church, coordinated shelter
access, and moved the family into permanent housing within two days. She’s now
employed, housed, and healing.

In Hettinger County, an elderly widow was nearly
disqualified from weatherization services due to the
condition of her roof. She lives alone in the home
she and her late husband built—a place she deeply
cherishes. Thanks to Weatherization Readiness
Funds, we replaced her roof and moved forward
with full energy upgrades. She now has a safer,
warmer home—and the dignity of aging in place.

These arent just sbories. They are proopthat when we invest in

people, we create ripple eppects that strengthen entive communities.

Community Action Partnership of North Dakota Impact Report | January-June 2025



THANKS TO OUR PROGRAM PARTNERS
Veteran Support (SSVF),
Domestic Violence Housing Assistance (NDDSVC),
the Homeowner Assistance Fund Home Repair (HAFHR),
and Home-ARP Supportive Services!

COMMUNITY ACTION WAS ABLE TO SERVE:

O

7,840 Individuals 4,003 Families 375 Veterans

2,736 Children (Ages 0-17) 2,474 (Ages 65+)
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HAS BEEN OFF TO A

2 0 2 GREAT START SO FAR...

CAPND PARTNERS WITH ND DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES TO LAUNCH
HOMEOWNERS ASSISTANCE FUND -
HOME REPAIR (HAFHR) PROGRAM

The Community Action Partnership of North Dakota (CAPND)
is proud to partner with the North Dakota Department of
Health and Human Services on the Homeowners Assistance
Fund for Home Repairs (HAFHR). This statewide initiative is
designed to help homeowners who experienced financial
hardship due to the COVID-19 pandemic maintain safe, % '
stable, and habitable housing. By addressing urgent home ’ A
repair needs, this partnership helps preserve affordable e '
housing stock across North Dakota - particularly for those HEA STA
at risk of displacement due to unsafe or inaccessible living -

conditions.
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ND HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
SPRING SYMPOSIUM

The Community Action Partnership was honored to host
a poverty simulation experience for attendees of the 2025
Economic & Medicaid Eligibility Spring Symposium. The
poverty simulation experienceis designed to help participants
begin to understand what it might be like to live in a typical
low-income family trying to survive from month-to-month.
The object is to sensitize participants to the realities faced
by low-income people. In the simulation, participants assume
the roles of different families facing poverty. Some families
are newly unemployed, some are homeless, and others
are recipients of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF), either with or without additional earned income. At
the end of the simulation participants and volunteers shared
their feelings and experiences as well as discussed what

they learned about the lives of people living in poverty.
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HAS BEEN OFF TO A
GREAT START SO FAR...

COMMUNITY ACTION MONTH

Community Action Month, celebrated each May, honors
the impactful work of Community Action Agencies across
the country. With a strong track record of delivering results,
Community Action’s success is rooted in its innovative,
responsive, and efficient programs—each uniquely designed
to address the specific needs of local communities. This
month our network took time to spotlight the vital role
Community Action Agencies play in empowering individuals
and families to achieve self-sufficiency and strengthen their
communities.

BOARD TRAINING: READING AUDITS & FINANCIALS

The Community Action Partnership of North Dakota will be partnering once again with Wipfli LLP to host a special statewide
training for Community Action Board Members across North Dakota designed to help them become more confident and
informed when reviewing agency finances. This introductory training will cover how to read and interpret financial statements,
key elements of an audit report, practical tips for Board oversight and accountability, common red flags, and what questions

to ask.

ND WIPFLI UNIFORM GUIDANCE TRAINING

The Community Action Partnership of North Dakota is excited
to host the 2025 ND Wipfli Uniform Guidance Training for
Community Action staff including Fiscal Directors, Fiscal
Assistants/Staff, and Program Managers. This in-depth
training will enhance staff knowledge about OMB’s Uniform
Guidance Regulations and strengthen our agency’s ability to

meet federal guidelines.
community
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THE BACKBONE OF NORTH DAKOTA'S SMALL TOWNS AND BIG HEARTS

, How CSBG Quietly
; Powers Resilience
Across the Prairie

In North Dakota, Community Action takes
pride in showing up for each other. Whether it's
digging someone out after a blizzard, hauling hay after a
fire, or showing up to the church basement with a hotdish—

our communities are built on quiet strength and neighborly
action.

But behind the scenes of all thatlocal grit and generosity is
something else: the Community Services Block Grant, or CSBG.

You won’t hear folks brag aboutit. That’s not how North
Dakotans operate. But CSBG is there—helping families find
stable housing, connecting elders with vital services, and

making sure that no matter how remote the town, help is
within reach.



LOCALLY LED. COMMUNITY FOCUSED. NORTH DAKOTA STRONG-

CSBG gives our 7 Community Action Agencies the power to respond to
what our communities need—not some one-size-fits-all national solution.

It helps a single parentin Williston line up reliable childcare and job training.

It helps a senior in Bottineau winterize her home so she doesn’t have to choose between heat and groceries.

It helps veterans in Grand Forks connect to the benefits they earned.

And it helps every county—from Cass to Divide—meet the needs of the most vulnerable community members.

What Happens If CSBG Is Cut
in North Dakota?

Families lose stability. Without CSBG, families facing
crisis have fewer options to stay in their homes, heat
them through winter, or recover after emergencies.

Seniors, veterans, and children go without. Nutrition
support and essential services that protect vulnerable
North Dakotans would shrink or disappear.

Rural communities are left behind. Without CSBG,
many small towns lose the only trusted resource
connecting them to housing and energy assistance.

Partnerships unravel. CSBG is the thread that ties
fogether local, state, and federal partners to respond
quickly and effectively. Without it, that safety net frays.

A Quiet Force for Good

CSBG is the thread that ties together our state’s ability
to rise to the moment—whether that’s responding to a
homelessness crisis, sheltering a family from domestic
violence, or helping someone land a steady job close
to home.

Itisn’t flashy. It doesn’t demand headlines.

But it delivers—every day, in every county.

We've seen what's possible when CSBG is funded and trusted: people finding their footing, families
building stability, and communities weathering the storm together.
To lose CSBG would be more than a funding cut—it would be cutting off the lifeline to the very values
North Dakotans live by: self-reliance, local decision-making, and taking care of our own.

So let’'s not just save a program.

LET’S PROTECT A PROMISE.

A promise that no matter how far you live from the Capitol, how cold the winter gets, or how tough the
road ahead may be—North Dakota will always show up. And CSBG will be right there with us.
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